
Diagnostics for Malaria and Neglected Tropical Diseases in the Asia-
Pacific: a research agenda to accelerate elimination

Background: Malaria and NTDs disproportionately affect the health and livelihood of 
marginalized populations in the Indo-Pacific region. There is a political commitment towards 
malaria elimination in the region, but progress towards elimination has been very 
heterogenous with countries typically with the highest disease burden showing the least 
progress. Indonesia, Myanmar, and Papua New Guinea (PNG) carry the highest disease 
burden in terms of number of cases in the region according to the WHO 2022 World Malaria 
Report. The fragility of the progress made to reduce the malaria burden is highlighted by the 
recent increases in malaria observed across the region.

What’s next: the project kicked-off in April 2024 and the team is initiating 
clinical evaluations and research and development activities across the 
portfolio which will run through 2025. 
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Project aim: The project, supported by the Australian Government, will advance a portfolio of 
high-quality diagnostics to ensure equitable access to optimal malaria treatment options across 
genders and populations at risk of exclusion, as well as accelerate malaria elimination in 
accordance with national and regional aspirations in the Indo-Pacific region. This will be 
achieved through three workstreams: (1) research and development, (2) availability, and (3) 
equitable access.
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Abbreviations: G6PD, glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase; Hb, hemoglobin; HRP2, 
histidine rich protein 2; IVDS, In Vitro Diagnostic Solutions; LDH, lactate 
dehydrogenase; NTD, neglected tropical disease; Pf, Plasmodium falciparum; Pk, 
Plasmodium knowlesi; Pm, Plasmodium malariae; Po, Plasmodium ovale; Pv, 
Plasmodium vivax; QIMR, Queensland Institute of Medical Research; RDT, rapid 
diagnostic test; TBD, to be determined 
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